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"'*%M Needs Them?

By Ltjg. Paul Slaybaugh As our director taxied us forward into the
shuttle, seconds from being shot out over the
water at 135 knots, I locked my harness and
leaned forward—good habit pattern. To my
first-cruise JO brings many surprise, my harness did not keep me locked in
ges. You have the whole place: I could lean completely forward. Fortu-
around-the-boat thing, getting  nately, I had a backup-habit pattern to make sure
a, working with all the other I’'m strapped in—my backup pattern saved me.
g, learning the general ins- I expressed my shock over the ICS to alert

n planning, and doing your job  the crew, “Hey, jy #@%*&* harness won’t

issions over bad-guy country.  lock.”

bad guys are shooting at you. As you might imagine, this announcement

th for a nugget fresh out of got my pi tention. He looked me over for a

ith less than 300 hours in the =~ secon: t 1en reached over, without saying

pside the helmet with

e spend two-thirds of our g on my shoulder strap.

as either ECMO 2 or 3, After the flight, T thought about how such

-99 on-board system and the a thing could have happene& [ decided my prob-

ystem. We also rotate up front ~ lem came down to a lack of consistent habit pat-

Ip him navigate. The rotation terns. Every time I climbed into ont seat,

n’t do the same job every time I would set up my “nest” a differ MeOme.. __

it patterns more difficult to times [ would put up my boardin = r
- sometimes [ would turn on the rai \v

are something I neve ught  them set up, sometimes I would strap 01

I'recently, when I almosttook a ~ times not). I used a different way e '5 y time, all

at cat shot without being strapped into my  sort of haphazard. My lack of consiste ould

harness Sure, it’s part of the checkhst arme have been tragic. i '

top and bottom, attached si s So, to answer the quest10n3 E}’it ; sl ‘..J 4 5 E' D
right out of ln — vho needs them?” I believe we all do. == 'y

M Ltjg. Slaybaugh flies with VAQ-131.
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